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CRPA to Bellingham 


CRPA’s already extensive coastal op- 
erations have been extended to the 
Puget Sound field this year by the 
establishment of a cannery operation in 
the City of Bellingham, located on 
Puget Sound in close proximity to the 
best fishing grounds. Previous opera- 
tions of the company have been con- 
fined to the Columbia River; the entire 
coast of Oregon; the coast of Wash- 
ington, north of the Columbia, as far 
as Grays Harbor; and to Bristol Bay, 
Alaska. It is hoped that the move to 
Puget Sound will result in a large in- 
crease in the annual production of 
CRPA’s fine seafood products. 

Bellingham was selected after an ex- 
tensive survey of possible sites in the 
Sound area as offering the best location 
for a large operation close to the fishing 
grounds of the Sound and ocean, and 
contiguous to an adequate labor pool 
from which cannery crews can be 
obtained. 

CRPA’s move to the Sound area is 
intended as a permanent location there. 
The company wishes to identify itself 
as a permanent factor in the extensive 
fishery of the area and to become an 
integral part and parcel of the commu- 
nity in which its plant is located. 

Operations will be initiated early in 
August in the plant and while the 
initial endeavors will be confined to the 
canning of salmon it is the intention of 
the company management to extend 
this operation, as far as production and 
market possibilities permit, to the can- 
ning and processing of all types of fish 
and seafoods produced in this area. 

To the fishermen of the Puget Sound 
area the company offers the extensive 
experiences, resources, and facilities, 
built up through many years of suc- 
cessful operation in the North Pacific 
area, and assurance of a ready and 
reliable market for their production. 

To prospective employees in the 
Bellingham area it offers well paid em- 
ployment in a well lighted, modernly 
equipped plant, which is centrally 
located. 

CRPA hopes to enjoy a long and 
profitable operation at its new plant, an 
operation that will be of substantial 
benefit to the fishermen, the workers, 
and the entire community. 
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Appreciation 


The Columbia River fishing industry 
should appreciate the attitude of Richard 
J. Welch, California congressman, who 
presided at a recent hearing held in 
Portland to discuss the plight of the 
fishing industry as it is imperiled by the 
hydro-electric and reclamation dam pro- 
gram on the river and its tributaries. 

Congressman Welch publicly stated, 
following the hearing, that in any such 
program the preservation of the fishery 
should be regarded as of prime im- 
portance and that in any assessment of 
benefits from dam construction, that 
the damage to the fishing industry 
should be fully evaluated, and used as 
an offset to estimated benefits, before 
the net value of the project was de- 
termined. 

This is a reasonable and_ sensible 
approach to this problem and one which 
the industry hopes will be adopted by a 
majority of the members of the Congress. 
Congress has been acting on these 
matters in the past almost entirely upon 
the advise of the U.S. Engineers whose 
natural tendency is to emphasize such 
factors as favor these big construction 
projects and to minimize those which 
might create an unfavorable impression. 

The industry does not appreciate the 
attitude of a Portland daily newspaper 
which printed an excellent account of 
the Welch hearing but which tied this 


account directly in with a statement by 





A Bad Idea 


City officials should look askance at 
a plea by “‘cash buyers” of fish that a 
municipally owned cold storage be 
erected here for their convenience. The 
many established fishery companies here 
have substantial and large permanent 
investments in the community and pay 
big sums in city, county, and port 
taxes. To subsidize competition by “‘fly 
by night” buyers who have no invest- 
ment, pay no taxes, and create no 
appreciable payrolls, would be a direct 
slap at the firms whose investments 
have built up and maintained the com- 
munity. In the end everybody would 
lose, including the community as a 
whole, with the “flash” buyer as the 
only profiteer, 


SALMON TROLLER 





Skipper Emil Maki, Ilwaco, of the troller 
Darle, operating his gurdie, with a Chinook 
salmon on the end of his line. 


the U.S. Engineers which amounted to 
a practical denial of the statements 
of state and federal fishery experts at 
the hearing that dam construction on 
the Columbia was definitely harming the 
salmon runs. The U.S. Engineering 
Department is extremely capable in its 
own field but should not be presented 
as an authority on fishery matters in 
opposition to men who have had years 
of experience and specialized training 
in such matters. 
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TRAWL FISH PRODUCTION SHOWS GAIN 


Receipts Move Up 
in July; Salmon 
Showing is Light 


Trawl fish production shot upwards 
after the first week in July and company 
receipts were close to one million 
pounds in by the middle of the month. 
Seventy-five per cent of the catch was 
rock fish and the balance sole. Packers 
in general were planning the placing 


. . 5 
of the trawlers on limits as the month 


ended. 

Salmon production for the month 
was extremely light. Ocean troll catches 
were fair but river catches were negli- 
gible. The bulk of the fishermen were 
anxiously awaiting the arrival of ex- 
pected August runs. 

Tuna production up to the latter part 
of the month amounted to just a few 
scattered fish. Scuthern California re- 
ports indicated large runs of albacore 
off that coast and the fish were expected 
in northern waters about August |. 

Shad production for the year ended 
as a major factor during the month. 
Receipts were far above those in pre- 
vious years and canning operations from 
cold storage stock will be continued 
for some time. 

Crab production continued firm until 
after the first of the month when the 
usual seasonal slump took place. Pro- 
duction was in excess of last year. 
Owing to difficulty in obtaining contain- 
ers for the frozen pack the bulk of the 
production was canned and found a 
ready market. 

CRPA operations during the month 
was concentrated chiefly on the produc- 
tion of smoked items and frozen fillets, 
the latter in consumer unit cellophane 


wrapped and branded packages. 


Reports from salmon operations in 
Alaska up to press time for this issue 
indicated that the runs in Western and 
Central Alaskan waters were of the 
off cycle type with total production 
less than in 1945. The fish appeared to 
be late and some change in production 
percentages may occur before the end 
of the fishing season on July 25. A 
number of the Bristol Bay operations 
are still on a combination basis which 
may have affected production to some 


extent. 
CRPA’s Alaska expedition to Bristol 





CANNING SHAD ROE 





Placing shad roe in shining oval cans at CRPA’s Elmore Cannery. The roe of these 

fine shad are greatly esteemed as a delicacy and form an attractive basis for breakfast, 

luncheon, or a light evening meal. Crisply fried and stripped with bacon they are 
a gourmet’s delight. 





Bay is expected to return to the Colum- 
bia River early in August on the com- 
pany steamship W. L. Thompson. The 
pack will be warehoused and distributed 
from Columbia River points. 


Visitors to CRPA’s Bristol Bay sal- 
mon packing operations during July 
were Nick Bez, Chairman of the Board, 


Charles H. Schimpff, of Pasadena, 
CRPA Director, and Alaska Superin- 
tendent of CRPA operations William 
Wootton. The party flew in on July 1, 
and remained during the peak of the 
season. Mr. Schimpff returned July 11, 
while Mr. Bez and Superintendent 
Wootton did not leave until July 19. 
Bez and Wootton make annual trips to 
inspect the operation but the trip was 
Schimpff’s first business inspection of 
the highly concentrated Alaskan fishery. 
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CRPA MOVES INTO 





Bellingham Site 
Operations Will 
Start August Ist 


CRPA which has active fishing opera- 
tions all along the Oregon Coast, the 
Columbia River, the Washington Coast 
north of Astoria as far as Grays 
Harbor, and in Western Alaska, added 
the Puget Sound territory to its opera- 
tion area this year, and in the future 
will add to its extensive line of fancy 
seafoods a pack of the fine sockeye 
salmon which runs in the Sound area. 

Bellingham, a beautiful city of 38,000 
people located on the Sound about 85 
miles from Seattle and approximately 
the same distance by water from the 
strait of Juan De Fuca, and close to the 
best fishing grounds in the Sound, was 
selected as the location for the new 
operation after an extensive investiga- 
tion of possible sites. The city has a 
history of large cannery operations in 
the past, and an adequate reserve of 
labor with fish packing experience. 

The company has leased two buildings 
from the Port of Bellingham, located on 
Squalicum Fill and close to the heart 
of the city. 

The main cannery building is 90 feet 
by 310 feet. It will contain the offices 
and the cannery machinery. Two lines 
of high speed half pound filling machines 
have been installed and a one pound 
line will be installed at a later date. 
Room will remain for a hand pack line 
if it is found advisable to initiate such 
an operation. Other equipment includes 
two Iron Chinks and three 12 car 
retorts. Labeling and warehousing will 
be carried on in the same building. 

Fish will be received at a pier located 
directly in front of the main plant 
building. There is 175 feet of dockage 
space available and mechanical hoists 
will be installed there. The fish will be 
taken to the building by power con- 
veyors and placed in a hopper from 
which an automatic conveyor will take 
them into the building. 


To the rear of the main plant building 
a smaller building has been leased in 
which machinery capable of producing 
15 tons of ice per day has been installed. 
This building will contain a cold storage 
room capable of holding 350 tons of 
fish and ice. 

The plant is expected to be ready for 
operation about August 1, but will be 
ready to receive fish when the Puget 
Sound season opens on July 27. About. 
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PUGET SOUND FISHERY 


CRPA’S NEW CANNERY 


City of Bellingham 


Thriving Community 
Bellingham, the site of CRPA’s new 


cannery operation is a thriving and busy 
community. In addition to serving as a 
market center for a large and intensively 
cultivated agricultural area in Whatcom 
and adjacent Skagit County, it has a 
large cement plant, plywood plant, a 
coal mine, a number of large dairy 
plants in the city and adjacent territory. 

Fishing and lumbering are numbered 
among other industries. The city is 
located a short distance from snowclad 
Mount Baker, a splendid summer and 
winter playground and is only 65 miles 
from Vancouver, the largest city in 
British Columbia. It has modern hotels 
and recreational facilities and an ex- 
cellent educational system. 

It is the fifth city in the State of 
Washington in the point of population 
and the increasing development of 
adjacent territory coupled with the 
progressive spirit of its community 
leaders point to prospective growth. 








Above-rear view of CRPA’s new plant at 

Bellingham, Wash., on Puget Sound. View 

below is that of the front of the plant where 

fish will be received and of a portion of the 
pier leading to the dock. 





90 people will be employed when the 
plant is ready for full operation. 

The company plans an initial opera- 
tion in salmon canning and later to 
increase the scope of operations to in- 
clude all types of fish and seafoods 
available in the area. 

James Doran, veteran CRPA_ em- 
ployee, and former superintendent of 
the company cannery at Altoona, Wash- 
ington, will be in charge of the new 
plant with James Russell, formerly with 
the Pacific American Fisheries as_ his 
assistant. 


SUPERINTENDENT 





James Doran will manage CRPA’s Belling- 
ham operations. 
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Salmon and Shad; 
Smoked and Canned 
New Fancy Items 


CRPA has made an extensive addition 
to its long line of fancy seafood products 
and is now processing smoked fish 
products of various types which will be 
marketed under the company’s well 
known Bumble Bee brand. 

The new production program was 
adopted after an extended period of 
research and study and the result has 
been a series of new items of finest 
delicacy and flavor which are attracting 
a permanent market. 

The new products, packed, to date, 
include smoked canned salmon, smoked 
canned filet of shad, and in season 
packaged smoked salmon in customer 
unit cellophane wraps. Experiments are 
continuing and additional items are 
expected to be added to the smoked line 
in the near future. 


Intensive study was given to the 
problem of uniform production and re- 
sulted in a mechanical smoking opera- 
tion with automatic control of heat 
and humidity, as well as smoking time 
and intensity. CRPA’s process removes 
the “guesswork” prevalent in connec- 
tion with other smoking operations 
which has tended to production entirely 
lacking in uniformity and made it difh- 
cult to maintain high quality standards. 

Control of humidity in the smoker 
unit prevents the drying out of the prod- 
uct and while impressing a delicate 
smoked flavor retains the moisture so 
that the products are excellent for use 
as spreads, hors d’o’oeuvres, or creamed 
on toast. Hardwood sawdust is used to 
provide an adequate and savory smoky 
taste. 

The picture on the cover page of the 
Bumble Bee this week shows a portion 
of the new smoking unit with its many 
controls and burner. 


Howard Chisholm, veteran CRPA em- 
ployee, who recently returned from 
war service, and who has a degree in 
chemistry from Oregon State College, 
is in charge of the smoking operations 
directly under Elmore Superintendent 
Jack L’Amie. Chisholm has charge of 
all the controls of smoked fish produc- 
tion, including the canning of the 
smoked product. In addition he has 
charge of the research work being 
carried on in the matter of production 
of new items and the improvement of 
those now being processed. 
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Fine cuts of Chinook salmon which have been brined and racked are being rolled into 

smoke unit in CRPA’s Elmore Cannery. They will be impregnated with hardwood smoke, 

while temperature and humidity are automatically controlled, and will come out with 
a delicate and tasty flavor. 
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After the fresh Chinook salmon has been placed in cans each can is carefully inspected 

and weighed before being sealed. These inspectors refill and refinish improperly packed 

cans and the cans are graded as to quality. CRPA makes every effort to insure the con- 

sumer when buying BUMBLE BEE canned salmon of uniform quality both as to the 
product itself and the packing. 
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“TUNA JUNCTION” IS BUSY STATION 


CRPA’s Station at 
Ilwaco Busy Spot 
When Tuna Arrive 


One of CRPA’s oldest and busiest 
stations is located at Ilwaco, Wn., near 
the mouth of the Columbia River. The 
port is a haven for the salmon trolling 
fleet that works out of the mouth of 
the Colurnbia River. 

CRPA’s station there receives ocean 
and river caught salmon, crab, and 
tuna, and also acts as a transfer point 
for tuna purchased by the company on 
Grays Harbor. This tuna is transported 
by truck to Ilwaco and then carried by 
tenders to the company cannery and 
cold storage at Astoria. Traffic during 
a normal tuna season keeps the Ilwaco 
crew hustling and has given the station 
the name of “Tuna Junction.” 

Wayne Suomela, veteran CRPA em- 
ployee has been manager of the Ilwaco 
station for the past 18 years, having 
succeeded R. A. Hawkins there in 1928. 

The station has storage capacity for 
some 260 tons of ice which is trans- 
ported there from Astoria. Ilwaco fisher- 
men are noted for being seawise, hardy, 
and daring. A large fleet uses the port 
and the number of boats which operate 
there would be doubled if the govern- 
ment would dredge out the west channel 
around Sand Island and establish some 
protective facilities. 


BOWLING CHAMPS 





Hannah Eckhardt and Lydia Joki, mem- 

bers of CRPA’s BUMBLE BEE BOOSTERS 

bowling team who won the doubles title 

at Northwestern Bowling championships 
at Spokane. 
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CRPA’S ILWACO STATION 





It is within a few miles of the mouth of the Columbia River. 


ILWACO CREW 


tian 





Ted Suomela, Station Manager Wayne Suomela, Ernest Oja, and Bill Lugnet. 





Visitors 
Mr. R. J. Gruber, The Kroger Co., 


ncinnati. 
Mr. and Mrs. Forrest May, Mer- 


chandise Manager, Lucky Stores, Oak- 
land 


Mr. Martin Einhorn, Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Mr. George Weinstein, Elco Food 
Products, New York. 

Mr. Sam Bortman of Max Rabinovitz, 
Boston, Mass., and son Buddy Bortman 
and friend, Richard Usen. 

Mr. and Mrs. Earl V. Wilson, broker 
from Miami, Fla. 

Mr. H. H. Robbins, Fibreboard Prod- 
ucts, Portland, Ore. 


C 
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Wanted 


CRPA has positions open for compe- 
tent stenographer secretaries. The jobs 
are permanent, well paid, and with 
pleasant working conditions at the main 
office. Applicants should be experienced 
and competent and looking for a perma- 
nent job-with chances for advancement. 
Astoria is a pleasant and modern com- 
munity located within a short distance 
of the ocean beach resorts. 

Applications should be addressed to 
Columbia River Packers Association, 
Inc. P.O. Box 150, Astoria, Oregon. 


Shipyard Busy in 
Outfitting Tuna 


Fleet for Season 


CRPA shipyard has been busily en- 
gaged during the past month in new and 
repair work, and in outfitting the tuna 
fleet for the expected arrival of albacore. 

The two new purse seine boats being 
built for Libby, McNeill & Libby, are 
about 60 per cent complete and above 
deck work will be initiated next month. 

Three gillnet boats are under con- 
struction. One being built for Bob 
Heiner of Altoona, will be equipped 
with a 140 h.p. eight cylinder Chrysler 
motor. Another, for Axel Silverberg, 
of Astoria will have a 100 h.p. Kermath; 
and the third for George F. Ellis, of 
Shoalwater Bay will have an 80 h.p. 
Kermath. 

The company cabin cruiser Bumble 
Bee has been launched after extensive 
remodeling of her cabin, afterdeck, and 
repainting throughout. 

The Ilwaco scow has been overhauled 
and will soon be ready for her station 
again. 

Two steel bait tanks, each weighing 
26 tons when full of water are being 
installed on the Kiska, in preparation 
for the tuna run. 

Twenty-four fishing craft have been 
hauled up on the ways during the past 
month for major and minor repairs. 





PHOTO FISHER 





Ned “Garbo” Thorndyke, Bumble Bee 
photographer, and a 38 pound ling cod he 
hauled in while fishing off Depoe Bay. 
The lift chains are holding the fish up and 
the upraised right hand is just a gesture. 
Joe Pepper, CRPA’s-Depoe Bay station 
manager, took over the camera for the 
occasion. 
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PLANKING PURSE SEINERS 





Purse seine boats for Libby, McNeill & Libby are 60 per cent complete at CRPA shipyard. 





NEW TROLLER 





The new troller Thorvald, skippered by Ru 


ae 


dy Lovvold, and ow 


Bi ib 


ned by Rudy and Einar 
Lovvold. Powered with a 110 h.p. Gray diesel and modern in every detail of equipment. 
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NEW GILLNET BOATS 





Five new gillnet boats built at CRPA’s Occident station on th ir trial spin. They are identical. Twenty-seven feet long and powered 
with 110 Chrysler engines. 





TROLLERS AT REST F ICE FOR FISH 





These small boats back from a trip on the heaying Pacific are Shoving ice cakes out for loading on trolling craft on their 
anchored at Ilwaco, Wn. way to sea. 
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